
We invite you to watch the live webcasts from the Tällberg Forum June 26-29 from the village of Tällberg in Sweden. Information and the schedule can be found online at 
www.tallbergfoundation.org. The opening session includes a panel on “Defining planetary boundaries and tipping points” presented in partnership with the Stockholm Environment 
Institute, featuring James Hansen, Diana Liverman, Johan Rockström, Will Steffen. For more information on the global movement, please visit www.350.org. 
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350<

Weʼve been there: atmospheric concentration of carbon 
dioxide (CO2) of 350 parts per million (ppm).

On this day twenty years ago, when Dr. James Hansen of 
NASAʼs Goddard Institute of Space Studies warned the US 
Congress of global warming forced by greenhouse gases 
emitted through human activities, CO2 stood at 350 ppm. 

That was then. Today it is up to 385 ppm. Sixteen years after 
the UN Convention on Climate Change was agreed upon to 
stabilize greenhouse gases at a level preventing dangerous 
human interference with the climate system, global carbon 
emissions are still increasing – more rapidly than ever. We 
are well on our way to 450 ppm and beyond.

What does the best science tell us? 

Until recently, scientific consensus set the safe zone to avoid 
the worst effects of climate change at 450 ppm. But today 
the latest science tells us the danger zone may already 
begin at 350 ppm. Catastrophic effects cannot be ruled out if 
levels above 350 ppm are maintained for a long time. 

What does this mean? 

Weʼve gone too far – in a dangerous direction. Now we know 
enough. To act now. To foresee and forestall any risk of 
massive and irreversible damage to the earth and all its 
inhabitants for generations to come, we must reduce 
atmospheric CO2 to levels below 350 ppm. Scientific insights 
bring political responsibilities. We need leadership that 
respects the planetary boundaries of life.  

We, the signatories of this message from all continents, call 
upon all nations in the ongoing climate negotiations to adopt 
350 as the target to be reached peacefully and deliberately, 
with all possible speed.

350 is one of our planetʼs boundary conditions. It should not 
have been transgressed. We must go back for a future: 

<350
essential to maintain human and planetary well-being 

Remember this number for the rest of your life.

Individual signatures represent the personal and professional perspectives of the signatories, not necessarily the opinion of the institution associated with their names. Institutional signatories represent solely themselves.
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